FLOWBASE – a Plant Trait Database for Mediterranean Riparian Flora
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FLOWBASE is freely available at :
http://www.isa.ulisboa.pt/proj/flowbase/
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FLOWBASE is developed under the scope of
the project OASIS: How to run regulated rivers
in semi-arid regions? Ref: PTDC/AACAMB/120197/2010. OASIS is a R&D project
focused on the effects of river regulation by
dams on riparian forests, using functional trait
approaches.

It provides standardized information on 225
woody species - trees, shrubs, lianas - from 65
families that can be found in Mediterranean
and semi-arid riparian habitats. It includes
scientific name, family, genus, common
names, synonyms, origin, riparian classification (obligate, facultative, preferential
riparian, non-riparian) and photo.

FLOWBASE aims to make easily and freely
accessible currently scattered information
about Mediterranean riparian plants, their
connections to flow processes, and geographic
locations. It is an open-ended database, thus
progressing in increasing the number of
sources, species, traits, images and locations.

FLOWBASE addresses 55 functional plant
traits in four trait categories - Morphology,
Phenology, Reproduction and Ecology characterizing dispersal, establishment and
persistence in riparian areas and with
expected linkages with hydrological changes,
water availability and flood resistance.

The “Traits” button links to a table with
information on the values of a set of traits for each
taxa, providing also links to a description of each
trait and to the respective bibliographic source. It
allows different sources for the same trait.

The “Locals” button links to a table with
information about the localities of occurrences
of each species. Each locality includes
coordinates, site name, basin, sub-basin and a
landscape photo, when available.
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